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WHAT IS QUALITY
CHILD CARE?

Quality child care providers partner with you to help your child
learn and grow through fun hands-on activities. Look for places that
let kids explore, play, and create independently and with others.

Knowing what to look for when you visit a child care provider is
important. Seek out professionals who understand child
development and provide age-appropriate activities in safe and fun
atmospheres. Begin your search with Maryland Family Network’s
LOCATE: Child Care service.

What Does Quality Look Like?

Child care professionals have the education and experience necessary to understand child development and provide
enriching, developmentally appropriate learning activities. Here are just a few things you should see when you visit:

0. Positive Interactions Health & Safety
’) i\' Interactions between providers and children Health, safety, and well-being are absolute
are warm and positive. priorities.

Responsive Staff Time to Learn

[ ]
Ti The child care professionals are responsive to
the needs of each child.

Learning opportunities are developmentally
appropriate, interactive, fun, and plentiful.

Engaging Activities Family Partnership

Ry a,’ There are fun, supportive, and engaging High-quality child care programs engage not

~ experiences for all children only with children but with families. They
' should welcome you and your child for a visit.
These are just some of what makes for a high-quality child care program. E%E

Download MFN'’s Caregivers’ Guide to Choosing Child Care for complete
details of how to spot high quality child care.
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WHAT TYPE OF
CHILD CARE IS
RIGHT FOR US?

When deciding what type of child care is best for your family, there
are a lot of options. Knowing about each can help you decide on the
right fit for your child. Your next step? MFN’s LOCATE: Child Care
can help you find regulated programs near you.

Always visit providers in person to ensure they offer the safe, high-
quality environment your child needs to thrive.

Visit MFN’s LOCATE: Child Care at marylandfamilynetwork.org.

What Are the Different Types of Child Care?

Family Child Care Nursery Schools

A A
ﬁ Operate in caregivers' homes, serving small % Provides educational programming for ages 2-

groups (8-12) and limits on infant capacity. 4 years, typically offering part-day (up to 6
hours) instruction and early learning activities.
Child Care Centers
Pre-Kindergarten

State-funded and community-based Pre-K
prepares eligible 3—4 year olds for school
success through high-quality learning
School Age Child Care experiences.

"‘ Provides year-round, full-day care in %

community-based settings, where children are
grouped into classrooms by specific ages.

Programs for children before and/or after Early Head Start and Head Start
school. Both family child care and center- These programs are free for those who qualify
based settings may offer this kind of care. and support children’s (birth to 5 years) early

Your school may also offer care onsite. learning, health, and family well-being.
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" Visit marylandfamilynetwork.org today and start your search for quality child care.

° 1800 Washington Blvd., Suite 445, Baltimore, MD 21230 Q&\ marylandfamilynetwork.org W4 info@reallygreatsite.com




